
SIS Mission Statement: Through collaborative practice and active engagement, we embrace learning as a 
pathway to living full and satisfying lives -  SIS Vision Statement 2018  

  

Thursday 6 August   2020                          www.sis.school.nz                               Principal: Taitu’uga Geoff Si’ave 

 

Kia Ora ,  Talofa,    Greetings,    Namaste,  Kamusta,  Guten Da Bula,   Bore da,  

Konichi Wa,   Anyoung haseyo,   Malo e lelei,     Salaam Alaikum  

  

 
We had a wonderful Open Night last week. A big thanks to the kapahaka group, the karaoke performers, 
and the many children who helped during the evening.  We had very positive feedback.  
 
Equipment not permitted during school 
In spite of repeated warnings we have had an increased number of children breaking our school rules 
around the use of phones and scooters, and not displaying our FIRE values (Fairness, Integrity, 
Responsibility, and Excellence).  We have held an assembly today and announced the following rules 
apply at school: 

1. Children’s cellphones are not to be used at school; Teachers will collect cell-phones at the 
beginning of the day for locking  away. They can be collected at the end of the day. Cellphones 
can also be taken to the school office for collection after school. Reasons: photos and filming 
without permission, excessive and inappropriate texting, and internet access.  

2. Scooters are not to be used during the school day. Scooters can be used when coming to or 
leaving school.  During the day they can be stored in the lock-up enclosure situated behind Ms 
Holden’s class (Room 1 the former Art Room) or in the bike stand. Both these areas are under 
camera surveillance. The enclosure will be locked once school starts, and opened at home time. 
Reason: Scooters being repeatedly used indoors, or used without permission during class time.  

3. UEBOOMs and other electronic music devices are not permitted at school. Reason: Not required 
at school.  

4. Children have been reminded of other behavioural expectations - and of the consequences for 
such behaviour. 

Thanks for supporting reinforcement of our rules. Enquiries can be directed to principal@sis.school.nz or 
be contacting the principal directly at school.  We’re looking forward to a more positive environment as we 
remove some of the distracting aspects of these items, and focus on positive interactive use of classtime 
and break periods at school.  

Equipment that we encourage at school 
● For outdoors: Netballs, Cricket gear, footballs, rugby balls, basketballs, skipping ropes, tennis 

balls, etc.  
○ We have some of this gear at school.  
○ For indoor use: Playing cards, and simple board games, favourite books, comics for 

indoor use. 
● Personal property should be named.  
● Children will be responsible for looking after their property.  
● Fragile, expensive or highly treasured items should not be brought to school.  

 
Term Three Study Topic: Financial Literacy 
All children have a simulated bank account.  The online resource includes 
explanations about different aspects of finance -  such things as “interest” as 
shown here on a child’s screen today.  
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iSport:  Inspiring NZ youth through sport to 
create a brighter future for young people 

We recently had the opportunity to attend an iSport 
event. Unfortunately we were unable to attend the 
event at which Richie McCaw was the main speaker. 
Nevertheless, we were still recipients of the sports 
gear, shown here, being presented by Linda Edmonds, 
Regional Manager (Southern) for Westpac - the major 
sponsor.  From Left: Ruqqaiyah, Linda Edmonds, 
Misha, Priyanshu, and Daniel, with the $1000 of sports 
gear donated to SIS.  Thank you iSport and Westpac. 

Building Start 
We are thrilled that our long awaited building project is due to start in September.  We’ve included a 
couple of pictures in this newsletter.  We’ll put some on our FB page as well.  
  
 
Parent Teacher Interviews and Mid Year reports  
Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 August (Week Four of term three)  
We will have a face-to-face meeting with you and your child.  
Both interview days will have some time slots available in the early evening.  The booking procedure will 
be online as well as by phone. On Wednesday 13 August school will finish at 2.15pm to allow for the first 
interviews at 2.30pm.  
 
At the interview teachers will share progress about your child. 
Contrary to our last newsletter teachers will not have a school 
report at this meeting. They will instead share information with 
you and discuss with you how we - together -  can continue to 
best serve your child’s learning. You might have thoughts, 
information or ideas to share. On Wednesday 26 August a 
written account of the material shared and the discussion will 
be sent home via email or a paper copy will be sent home with 
your child.  
 
Booking Details through www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the code begnv.  Please remember that 
you are welcome to make appointments to see teachers at any mutually convenient time throughout the 
year. 

 
Teacher Only Day -  Friday 21 August As advised in our caregivers booklet, we 
are having a teacher only day midway through this term. This is one of the days 
granted by the Ministry of Education as part of our renewed teacher collective 
contract.  Teachers will use this day for professional development. Please make 
alternative arrangements for your child on that day.  
 

The Education Review Office is visiting from Monday 7 September until Wednesday 9 September. They 
will be meeting our Board of Trustees on Monday evening. Parents are invited to meet with the ERO team 
on Tuesday 8 September at 6.pm in our staffroom.  We will print instructions on how to get to the 
staffroom in a future newsletter.  
 
 
 

We recommend that you receive this email electronically.  Make sure we have your current email address,  
Subscribe to the  phone app Skoolloop  

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


 

Opportunities for parent help: 
1. Tuesday club options - taking a group of children in an interest group of 

your own choosing. Tuesday afternoons 1.15 - 2.30pm. Small groups to 
suit.  For details contact the principal at principal@sis.school.nz. Our 
previous round of options included local fencing instructor Diane Swain 
teaching a group of children the noble art. Ex teacher Margaret Dwan 
taught some of her favourite Art Activities with interested children. What 
skill or interest could you share with children for a few Tuesday 
afternoons? Contact principal@sis.school.nz  
 

Library Shelves transformed 
A big thanks to Cathy Kennedy, Facilitator, at the National Library of New Zealand Te Puna Matauranga o 
Aotearoa.  She has spent considerable time in our library culling the collection, identifying our needs, and 
greatly improving the way our books are presented for readers.  Thank you Cathy!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Food for families  
As mentioned in the previous newsletters we receive boxes of food from a 
local Foodbank on Mondays and Thursdays. If you need a box of supplies 
please ring Mrs T (Becs) in our office 385 2229 and we’ll put you on a list 
for notification so we will see if we can put something aside for you.  
  
Thank you to the parent volunteer who is helping us distribute the food 
each  week.  
 
Quick news and reminders: 

● Ski Trip - We will not be having our Ski Trip this year.  

● Parent Interviews - Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th August Booking ref:  begnv 

● Early closing  2.15pm on Wednesday 13th August for Parent Interviews 

● Teacher only Day Friday 21 August  - Please make other arrangements for your child on that day.  

● Our PB4L Purpose Statement:  Through collaboration, we teach and acknowledge expected 
behaviours to foster a positive school-wide environment which helps improve student 
achievement and wellbeing.  Any feedback on this statement to brettc@sis.school.nz 

 
Shirley District Music School (SDMS)  
Based at Shirley intermediate School, SDMS has facilitated itinerant music tutoring for children from our 

area for over forty years. Many of the children have continued to play music into secondary schooling and 

adult life.  We often have SDMS tutors who first learnt to play through SDMS while they were at primary 
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